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cobbled courtyard, the windows of most of the sitting-rooms
opening on to the garden, which falls in little terraces on to a
'ha-ha/ beyond which stretches the park. The first floor is oc-
cupied by bedrooms, above which are attics in which Halifax
allowed free play to his fancy. Although he assured the clerk of
the works that all the oddities which he designed were 'to
amuse the children,' it may safely be inferred that they amused
him just as much. There is a beautifully concealed priest's cham-
ber, the hospitality of which he used to offer his friend Canon
Wylde, in the event of the Church Association breaking into a
new and violent persecution. There is a big chest with a false
bottom, through which a man may reach a secret passage and
eventually reappear in another part of the house. There are
hiding-places, cunningly concealed, and doors which are opened
by the pressure of a spring, and spyholes from hollow recesses
in the walls, commanding views of some of the rooms. It was
all the greatest fun to plan, and behind the fun may have been a
lurking hope that some day perhaps, with great good fortune,
he might find himself playing hide-and-seek in the house with
the emissaries of Scotland Yard, pursuing him for some high
ecclesiastical defiance.

During the later 'nineties and in the early years of the twen-
tieth century Halifax sometimes entertained Archbishop Ben-
son's son, Robert Hugh, the priest and novelist, who after-
wards joined the Church of Rome. It is supposed that Garrow-
by was the original of Stanfield Place in Benson's book By What
Authority. It is true that Stanfield was in Kent, not Yorkshire,
but the priest's hole, the secret passage, the sliding panels, and
the spyholes, by the aid of which Father Anthony Norris
baffled the pursuivant and his men, certainly support the theory.
Nor is it far-fetched to assume that in presenting Mr. Buxton,
that indomitable, insuppressible Papist, who positively exulted
in his recusancy and conducted his exchanges with the emis-